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At Strathcona, we are tremendously proud 
of our long-established and consistently 
successful AP program.

Students enrolled in AP classes develop 
skills and knowledge that will be beneficial 
as they enter post-secondary studies; they 
also become more independent learners 
able to balance a number of expectations 
and commitments. Every year, graduates 
return and tell us how well AP has 
prepared them for university.

Our staff is committed to excellence 
in teaching and learning, encouraging 
students to grow and achieve to the best 
of their ability.  We offer a comprehensive 
slate of AP courses, including the AP 
Capstone Diploma Program.  We were 
among the first schools in the world that 

the College Board approached to pilot this 
program, a testament to the strength of our 
Advanced Placement program and the high 
regard in which our school is held.

In addition to Advanced Placement,  
we offer a diverse selection of classes  
and programs to appeal to student  
interests.  Many of our AP students 
pursue passions in addition to their core 
academic courses.  We strongly encourage 
all students to become involved in our 
dynamic school environment and develop 
their athletic skills, artistic talents, and 
leadership abilities.  

We’re excited you’re considering making 
AP a part of your high school experience 
and joining our “tradition of excellence.” 

HANS VAN GINHOVEN

WELCOME TO 
STRATHCONA 

STRATHCONA SCHOOL  

IS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY 

THAT IS ROOTED IN 

ACADEMICS AND DEDICATED 

TO PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 

STUDENTS. WE STRIVE TO 

DEVELOP THOUGHTFUL 

LEARNERS AND DYNAMIC 

LEADERS WHO ARE PREPARED 

TO EMBRACE CHALLENGES 

AND MAKE MEANINGFUL 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY.  

HONOURING TRADITION,  

WE EMBRACE OUR MOTTO  

“AS ONE WHO SERVES.”

We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional meeting 
grounds, gathering place, and travelling route to the Cree, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, 
Metix, Dene,and Nakota Sioux.  We acknowledge all the many First Nations, 
Metis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries.

INSTAGRAM: @SCONALORDSOFFICIAL  //  WEBSITE: WWW.WELCOMETOSCONA.CA

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM / 2



THE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT PROGRAM

ADVANCED PLACEMENT IS AN 

INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 

AND ACADEMICALLY RIGOROUS 

PROGRAM THAT INTRODUCES 

STUDENTS TO INTRODUCTORY 

LEVEL UNIVERSITY MATERIAL  

IN A SUPPORTIVE HIGH  

SCHOOL SETTING. 

In 1955, The College Board established 
the Advanced Placement program as a 
cooperative endeavour between high 
schools, colleges, and universities. The main 
goal of the program is to enable willing and 
academically prepared students to develop 
university-level knowledge and skills while 
still in high school. 

AP is recognized at nearly all colleges and 
universities in the United States and Canada 
– and at many other institutions in more than 
100 countries. AP courses are highly valued in 
admissions applications; students who achieve 
an AP exam score of 3, 4, or 5 may qualify for 
transfer credit or advanced standing.

To maintain the high standard of the 
Advanced Placement program, each AP 
teacher submits a course syllabus that is 
evaluated and approved by leading colleges 
and universities. AP courses at Strathcona 
have all successfully passed these audits – a 
clear commendation of our program. 

IN 2022, SCONA STUDENTS 

WROTE 847 AP EXAMS IN 21 

SUBJECTS, MAKING US THE 

LARGEST AP SCHOOL IN CANADA.  

95% OF OUR CLASSES BEAT  

THE GLOBAL AVERAGE IN  

THEIR SUBJECTS.

left: There are many opportunities for hands 
on learning in our AP classes.

right: One of the many benefits of AP is 
collaborating with students with similar interests.
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WHAT  
IS AP?
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“Everything in my AP classes is 

absolutely wonderful. I can have 

meaningful conversations with my 

peers and I have teachers who 

can answer my every question. 

The teachers here make sure you 

know and understand the topic 

before moving on. The option 

courses are also very enjoyable. 

You learn everyday skills while 

also having fun with your friends 

and classmates.”

HARPARTAAP SARWARA 
CURRENT STUDENT
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WHY TAKE AP 
AT STRATHCONA
INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION
Advanced Placement is recognized  
and respected worldwide for the academic 
rigor of its curricula and high standards  
of its assessments. 

CHOICE 
We’re home to the largest AP program in 
Canada, each year offering close to twenty 
different AP exams. Take that one course 
you’re passionate about, or a full selection  
of AP classes.

FLEXIBILITY
With more that 60% of our students taking 
at least one AP course, we’re able to offer 
multiple sections of most AP classes, making  
it easier to accommodate individual choices.

INTELLECTUAL 
ENGAGEMENT
Our AP students work with enriched material 
at an accelerated pace, fostered by passionate 
teachers and supportive peers.

SUPPORT
As you work through challenging course  
material, you’ll have the support of your 
teachers, peers, and other resources found  
in our safe, collaborative, and encouraging  
high school community.

ENVIRONMENT
Enjoy the engaging atmosphere of your AP 
classes, and then head to your options, the stage, 
gym, or leadership room to take part in all the 
fantastic opportunities that Scona has to offer.

OPPORTUNITY
Set yourself up for post-secondary success 
by encountering university level material, 
developing essential skills, and possibly qualifying 
for transfer credit or advanced standing.

SCONA STUDENTS 
ACHIEVE
Our academic results are consistently 
outstanding; this “tradition of excellence” 
extends to athletics, the arts, and our  
leadership initiatives.

above: AP allows students  
to pursue subjects of interest  
in greater depth.

below: There are many 
opportunities to be a part  
of the tremendous Scona spirit.
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The AP program provides opportunities  
to explore topics and issues in greater 
depth and detail than regular classes.  
AP students cover Alberta Programs 
of Study in their entirety, while also 
developing the skills and knowledge  
that will prepare them for post-secondary 
studies and the Advanced Placement 
exams at the end of a course sequence.

As Strathcona offers AP at all three  
grade levels, course content can be 
spread over a greater period of time. As 
they progress through the program, AP 
students learn better note-taking and study 
skills, improve their time management, 
and develop a deeper appreciation and 
understanding of key concepts in their  
fields of interest. 

Students are evaluated according the the 
same criteria as students in regular classes. 
Although AP classes cover more material  
and move more quickly, AP students have  
the same opportunities to receive awards  
and scholarships as students in regular classes.

At the end of the AP course sequence, 
typically in grade eleven or twelve, students 
write a standardized AP exam that is 
administered and assessed by the College 
Board. Success on these external exams 
is rewarded with credit and advanced 
standing at colleges and universities 
throughout the world.

“I HAVE ENJOYED BEING IN AP 

CLASSES AT SCONA BECAUSE I 

HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO MEET AND WORK WITH 

LIKE-MINDED STUDENTS THAT 

ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT THEIR 

EDUCATION AND ARE DRIVEN  

TO SUCCEED.”  

JULIANA CONCINI,  

RECENT STUDENT

INTELLECTUAL 
ENGAGEMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA  

MACEWAN UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY
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The environment of an AP class is 
conducive to higher-level thinking, 
questioning, and learning. AP students are 
motivated, focused, and engaged, creating 
an atmosphere where class discussions 
become more informed and learning 
becomes more dynamic.

The Strathcona AP experience is about more 
than just academics. Strathcona AP students 
are involved in many extracurricular 
activities: our legendary track and field 
team, dynastic cross-country and swim 
teams, multi-award winning drama, art and 
music programs, leadership, debate, Science 
Olympics, math and language contests; the 
list goes on and on! 

Strathcona lives its motto, Ut Qui Ministrat, 
“as one who serves”, through direct and 
active involvement in several endeavours, 
including our annual Scona Initiative.  
AP does not require students to complete 
community service hours to earn the 
AP Honours status or the AP Capstone 
Diploma, so students may plan their own 
extracurricular activities to suit their interests 
and schedules.

Strathcona AP students are truly well-
rounded individuals by the time they have 
completed their high school requirements.

AN ENRICHING 
ENVIRONMENT

above: AP students play on many of our successful teams.

middle: Scona provides many opportunities to pursue your passion for the arts.

below: At Scona, AP Math students take Math 20 AP and Math 30 AP in their  
grade 11 year to make space for AP Calculus in grade 12.

“SCONA OFFERS A CHANCE FOR EVERY TYPE OF PERSON TO SHINE, 

STRIKING A PERFECT BALANCE BETWEEN ACADEMICS, ATHLETICS, AND 

LEADERSHIP. THERE IS SOMETHING TRULY SPECIAL ABOUT BEING 

SURROUNDED BY PEOPLE PASSIONATE ABOUT EVERYTHING THEY DO.”

KYLE HENNIG, AP CAPSTONE DIPLOMA RECIPIENT AND AP NATIONAL SCHOLAR 
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The AP program has always provided choice.  Students select their AP courses based 
on their interests and aptitudes.  This contributes to the positive, focused environment 
of AP classrooms because students want to be in the courses they choose.

Strathcona proudly offers the most comprehensive AP program in Edmonton. 
Throughout their high school career, Strathcona students can enroll in a variety  
of Advanced Placement classes.

CHOICE

In grade ten, students can enroll in AP English, Social Studies, Math, and Science. 
These enriched courses cover the grade ten Alberta Programs of Study, while also 
providing opportunities for students to develop the skills and knowledge that  
are the foundations of our senior level Advanced Placement classes. Capstone Prep is 
also available to grade 10 students. For Art and Computer Science, students register in 
a general course (Art 10, CS10) and then can choose AP in their grade 11 year.

Advanced Placement programming in French, Spanish and German at Strathcona  
is for those students coming from a French Immersion background, a Spanish Bilingual 
program, or a German Bilingual program.

STRATHCONA ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

ART AND DESIGN 
(2D, 3D & DRAWING)

BIOLOGY

CALCULUS AB

CALCULUS BC

CAPSTONE RESEARCH

CAPSTONE SEMINAR

CHEMISTRY

COMPUTER  
SCIENCE A

COMPUTER  
SCIENCE PRINCIPLES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
AND COMPOSITION

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
AND COMPOSITION

EUROPEAN HISTORY

FRENCH

GERMAN

PHYSICS I

PHYSICS II

PHYSICS C

SPANISH

STATISTICS

above: Strathcona is one of the few 
schools in the province to offer the new 
AP Computer Science Principles class.

below: Our AP courses provide many 
opportunities for hands-on learning.
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“THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE AP CLASSES IN SUCH A WIDE 

VARIETY OF SUBJECT AREAS WAS ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS 

I CHOSE TO ATTEND SCONA. I really enjoyed being in classes 

with other students who were looking to be challenged 

academically, which led to a more engaging classroom 

environment. AP also gave me a head start on university. 

From getting used to advanced textbooks, to learning about 

research and citations, to taking long, high-level exams, it 

made the transition a whole lot easier. It allowed me to gain 

credit for first-year university classes, so I could take more 

second-year or option courses right away. Definitely consider 

AP if you're looking to be challenged, engaged, and would 

like a glimpse into what university education has to offer.”

KAELIN KOUFOGIANNAKIS 
SCONA GRADUATE, AP NATIONAL SCHOLAR
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“WITH THE AP CAPSTONE 

PROGRAM, I HAVE LEARNED 

HOW TO CONDUCT  

RESEARCH AND STUDY  

WHAT TRULY INTERESTS  

ME. THE SELF-GUIDED 

APPROACH HAS GIVEN  

ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

WORK AT MY OWN PACE  

AND EFFECTIVELY REACH  

MY GOALS.” 

HENRY KERR,  

CAPSTONE RESEARCH STUDENT

AP CAPSTONE
Strathcona is one of the select schools in 
Canada to offer the AP Capstone Diploma 
program. This academic, skills-based 
program allows students the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in complex topics 
while developing research, critical thinking, 
communication, and collaboration skills. 
As they deepen their passion for learning 
through extended exploration of issues, 
students begin to master sophisticated 
academic skills that are fundamental  
to post-secondary studies.

NEW! We are excited to introduce 
Capstone Prep, a grade 10 option. In 
this course, students will be introduced 
to the fundamentals of strong research, 
presentation, communication  
and collaboration skills. These enhanced 
skills will prepare students for AP Seminar 
and Research, while also benefiting them  
in all their classes.

In grade 11, students can register in AP 
Capstone Seminar, where they’ll learn to 
consider an issue from multiple perspectives, 
evaluate the strength of an argument, and 
make logical, fact-based decisions. Students 
complete a team project and presentation, 
an individual research based essay, and an 
end of course AP exam.

In the grade 12 AP Capstone Research 
course, students complete an independent 
research project of a topic  
of interest, culminating in an academic thesis 
paper, a presentation, and oral defense.

Based on their achievement in the Capstone 
courses and their other AP classes, students 
may qualify for the AP Capstone Diploma  
or AP Seminar and Research Certificate.

left: In AP Capstone, students explore 
topics and issues that are important to them.

right: In our grade 10 Captsone Prep 
class, students will work collaboratively to 
complete a team research assignment.
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AP 
CAPSTONE
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STRATHCONA HIGH SCHOOL
10450 72 Avenue 
Edmonton AB, T6E 0Z6

Phone 
780.439.3957

Fax 
780.432.0583

CONTACTS
Scott Couprie 
AP Curriculum Coordinator 
scott.couprie@epsb.ca

Kelly Reierson 
Assistant Principal 
kelly.reierson@espb.ca

INTERNET RESOURCES
Strathcona High School 
strathcona.epsb.ca

Explore AP 
apstudents.collegeboard.org/what-is-ap

AP Student Site 
apstudents.collegeboard.org 

For Parents and Guardians 
www.parents.collegeboard.org/college-
board-programs/advanced-placement-
program

Edmonton Public Schools AP Fact Sheet 

www.epsb.ca/programs/teachingphilosophy/
advancedplacement/factsheet


